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Wonders Under the Moon: A Collection of Night-Time 
Creatures is an illustrated non-fiction book featuring over 
200 nocturnal animals, many of which are vulnerable or 
endangered. Sharing details about the behaviour, adaptations 
and habitats of these quirky species, it also offers practical 
strategies to help safeguard their existence well into the future.  

Grouped by their unique characteristics and features, these 
fascinating creatures will entice readers back to the text time 
and again. 
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In Wonders Under the Moon, the creatures truly are the ‘star 
of the show’. The contents page groups these nocturnal 
creatures according to their unique characteristics and 
behaviours. An informative introduction lays the foundations 
for a thoughtful text that provides interesting facts about 
a plethora of night-time animals, many of which are listed 
as vulnerable or endangered. Accompanied by intricate 
illustrations, intriguing details, and a comprehensive appendix 
detailing each creature’s classification and habitat, Wonders 
Under the Moon is a field guide that will find its place with 
nature lovers and those who delight in the curious and factual. 
Given its inclusion of wildlife conservation, adaptations and 
sustainability, it connects with the English, Science and HASS 
(Geography) curriculums, with applications from Prep–Year 5.  

My intention with Wonders Under the Moon, as with Wonders 
Under the Sun, was to provide a source of awe and inspiration 
for young people interested in animals and the natural world. 
As a child I would spend many nights with a spotlight looking 
for frogs and possums in trees and wetlands on our family 
farm. I then went on to learn how to draw them and even 
campaign to save their environments. I hope that children 
of various ages enjoy the book as an illustrative reference, 
learning about the conservation status and threatened species 
and inspiring their own creativity when it comes to comparing 
the similarities and differences between animals.

Writing style

Author motivation



Wonders Under the Moon
Teachers’ Notes

Wurundjeri Country
132A Gwynne Street
Cremorne, Victoria 3121

enquiries@thameshudson.com.au

Before reading Wonders Under the Moon, look carefully at 
the front and back covers and blurb. Which creatures do you 
recognise? What do you know about them? Complete the 
included KWL Chart to record your wonderings.

Using the Contents page, discuss the title of each section. 
What do you visualise about each chapter from these 
headings? After reading each section, reflect on its title, 
discussing the author’s use of language features to 
categorise the creatures in this way. 
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As a class, read the introduction. As you read, highlight vocabulary to add to a class Word 
Wall. Create definitions for these words and try using this vocabulary in your writing and oral 
language tasks over the next few weeks.

The Introduction shares valuable information about threats to many nocturnal species. 
Highlight any details that share this with readers. Take notes from your highlighting, using 
bullet points to clearly state each fact.

Take time to browse the text, getting a feel for the layout and content. As noted in the 
Introduction, check for the   V   Vulnerable,   E   Endangered and   C   Critically Endangered 
species.

  – Create a table to record these species as you read. 
  – Choose one of these species to research further, taking notes to record your information. 
  – Present an information report to share details about this animal, including its appearance, 	
  diet, behaviour habitat and threats. 
  – Include a drawing of this animal.
  – Share some practical ways that this animal can be better protected.

•

•

•

CEV Vulnerable

Key

Endangered Critically endangered

4 54 5

are losing their homes, or habitats. At the start and end of the 

book, I have illustrated a range of the habitats in which these 

wondrous creatures live. Places like forests and wetlands are 

especially important as they have such rich biodiversity, with 

many species of plants and animals living together. As humans, 

we must help protect these habitats and regenerate damaged 

habitats or create new ones where we can. 

Next time you go outside at night ask yourself, ‘Who else is 

out here that I can’t see?’ These hidden night creatures are 

just as important to our natural world as the ones we can see 

during the daylight hours. Use your ears and other senses to 

give you hints.

There is a list near the end of this book with some ideas for 

things you can do in your own home or community to help 

protect your local wildlife and provide more places for plants 

and animals to live. You might also like to grab a headtorch and 

an adult and go for your own discovery walk at night, making 

a list of who you can see hiding in the dark. Let’s pay them 

some attention and help them in any way we can!

Each night is alive with so many curious creatures. Instead 

of just going to bed to dream at night, let’s put our heads 

together, join our dreams and work hard to imagine a better 

future for these creatures, where they can live and thrive in 

peace as we sleep. 

As an artist I find nocturnal creatures very inspiring for 

so many reasons. Many of them have huge eyes or ears so 

they can see and hear in the dark, which makes them so cute 

and fun to draw! But it’s not just how they look – they often 

have mad skills! Many of them are silent and stealthy and have 

incredible night-time vision. They also often have super cool 

details and features, such as glow worms and fireflies that 

can glow in the dark using bioluminescence, or bats who use 

echolocation to navigate and find food. Some have incredible 

survival mechanisms, like the pangolins and hedgehogs who 

can roll into a protective ball when they are threatened by a 

predator. Some are just beautiful, like the incredible moths 

and owls with their patterns and intricately detailed feathers. 

I’m in awe and love drawing their awesomeness.

This book is a selection of my most beloved nocturnal 

creatures and a kind of artist’s reference book for you to use. 

I want to share these creatures with you to bring attention 

to their wonderous features and hopefully inspire you as 

well. In this book you will find page after page of weird and 

wonderful nocturnal creatures who come to life as the Moon 

rises each night. Just like the daytime or diurnal (meaning 

active during the day) creatures in my last book Wonders 

Under the Sun, these nocturnal animals share this planet with 

us; we just don’t see as much of them as they just come out 

and play when we go to bed!

Within this book I have grouped the animals into slightly 

unusual collections. Unlike the usual scientific groupings, here 

you will find animals put together because of how they behave 

(loners, tricksters and noisy party animals) as well as how they 

look. Similar to animals active during the day, you will find 

nocturnal creatures in a wide range of habitats such as moist 

and humid forests and even your front or back lawn. From 

the tiniest bugs and bats to the regal lions and tigers, these 

creatures all play important roles in Earth’s survival and ours. 

Sadly many of these special night-time legends are in serious 

trouble. Next to some of the animals’ names in the book, you 

might notice an icon. This means these animals are vulnerable, 

endangered or critically endangered. One of the main reasons 

these animals are threatened or endangered is because they 
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Using the template below, create a pictorial sequence that shares information about one of 
the creatures in Wonders Under the Moon.  

•
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The spotted bat has ears 
over half as long as the 

rest of its body! A group 
of bats is called a colony.

Greater gliders can glide 
for 100 metres and can 
change direction mid-
flight. They steer with 

their long tails. 
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14. Spotted bat

16. Ghost bat

22. Fennec fox

19. Spinifex hopping mouse

21. Snowshoe hare

20. Greater glider

24. Bat-eared fox

25. Caracal

13. Brown lo
ng-
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d 
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17. Big-eared 

woolly bat

18. Long-eared jerboa

23. Greater bilb

y

26. European hare

We have big eyes or big ears

Great potoos are masters 
of camouflage. They often 

perch motionless on 
branches with their eyes 

closed and look exactly like 
part of the branch.

3. H
orsfield’s or w

estern tarsier

4. Thick-tailed gecko

2. Grey mouse lemur

6. Senegal bushbaby

7. Mohol bushbaby

9. Red slender loris

1. Merriam’s kangaroo rat

11. Andean or Peruvian night monkey

8.
 G

re
at p

otoo

5. Philippine tarsier

10. Bengal slow loris

Scan and project the opening first page (below). Spend time viewing and reading this  
page together:

  – What are its features? How is it laid out?
  – Use the outlines of the human body parts (feet and arms) to help gauge the size of the 	
  creatures. Why do you think this scale has been included?
  – Read the sentences in the text boxes. Discuss the sentence types (statements, 	
  exclamations) and sentence styles (simple, complex). Notice there are only two sentences 	
  in each text box. How have these sentences been structured? What main points are they 	
  sharing with eaders?
  – Choose one of the creatures to find out more about. Write a list of bullet points about this 	
  animal. As a class, co-create two sentences to inform readers about this animal.
  – Repeat this with another creature from the same page, this time writing the two 	
  sentences with a partner. Compare your sentences with another pair. Refine your 	
    sentences to make the information clear and informative.
  – Ask students to choose a creature from a different section of Wonders Under the Moon. 	
  Research this animal and share information about it in two sentences. 

•
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After reading Wonders Under the Moon, create your own 
‘new creature’ that has adapted to survive different threats 
you have learnt about. Feel free to include features from 
different animals that you have encountered throughout  
the text.
  – Devise a scientific name for your ‘new creature’
  – Describe its behaviour and habitat
  – Sketch and label its features 
  – Explain how its adaptations help it to survive 

With the help of a staff member or parent volunteer, start 
your own nature club that raises awareness about wildlife 
conservation in the local area. Create posters and offer to 
speak at assemblies to help promote your club.

Choose an animal from Wonders Under the Moon. In a 
paragraph, describe this creature using illustrative and 
precise language.

Discuss the use of collective nouns throughout the text. 
Examples include:

  • A colony of bats 
  • An armoury of aardvarks 
  • A roll of armadillos  
  • A business/busyness of ferrets 
  • A sparkle of fireflies 
  • An eclipse of moths 
  • A leap of leopards 
  • A parliament of owls

  – Find out more about the origins of these collective 	
    nouns.
  – Consider using companion texts about collective nouns 	
    such as An Ambush of Tigers: A Wild Gathering of 	
    Collective Nouns by Betsy R Rosenthal (Millbrook Press), 	
    Who’s a Goose by Scott Stuart (Scholastic) or
  – Find the collective names of other groups of animals.
  – Play a game of Memory using the cards below.

With your class, conduct a nature walk around your school, 
taking note of the habitats that you see. Take photos of 
these spaces. What animals might call these places home, 
especially at night? As a class, co-create a photo story of 
these spaces.

Which is your favourite section of Wonders Under the Moon. 
Why is this your favourite? Share with a friend.

•

 

•

•

•

•

•
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In small groups, write and illustrate your own nature 
reference book called Wonders Under the Sea. Remember to 
include fascinating facts about your chosen creatures. 

Time-permitting, read Devils in Danger by Samantha 
Wheeler (UQP) as a companion novel to Wonders Under  
the Moon.

•

•
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If you need to net your fruit trees, use netting 
with small holes (less than 5 millimetres) so bats, 
birds, snakes and mammals won’t get tangled.

Fill your birdbath at night too. Lots of nocturnal 
animals like bats and owls will appreciate a fresh 
drink, especially on hot summer nights.

It is just as important to plant flowering trees 
and plants that are native to your local area 
for nocturnal animals as well as birds and bees 
during the daytime. Flowers provide animals like 
bats and possums with important sources of food 
in the form of nectar and pollen.

If you ever find an injured or abandoned 
nocturnal animal such as a possum, bat or bird, 
use a towel to gently catch them. Put them on a 
woollen or fleece blanket in a box with airholes 
in a quiet, dark place. If it’s a cold night, fill a 
plastic bottle with hot water from the tap (not 
boiling), wrap it in a tea towel, and put it under 
the blanket. Contact your local wildlife carer, 
vet or ranger for advice on what to do next. Vets 
don’t usually charge for treating injured wildlife.

5.

6.

8.

7.

One way to help protect native wildlife is to keep 
your pet cats and dogs inside at night. An easy 
way to tell if it’s ok for them to go outside is if 
you can see the sun.

Animals need darkness and quiet at night to 
hunt, breed, navigate, communicate and sleep. 
Light pollution can kill or harm animals by 
disrupting their behaviour and destroying food 
sources. If you’re outside at night, try to keep 
quiet and don’t use a super bright light.

Try not to ever use mouse or rat poison. If owls 
eat the dead rats or mice, the poison kills them 
too! If your parents do need to use poison, 
suggest researching first-generation poisons, 
which are less dangerous.

1.

2.

3.

Owls, gliders and lots of other night animals need hollows to nest 
in. Trees do not create hollows until they are at least 50 years old, 
so it is important that we leave trees to get old and even keep 
dead trees for animal habitats. Unfortunately, many of these 
old trees are being unnecessarily logged as we speak. One way 
to help protect these old trees from being cut down is to show 
that you care and that you are not happy about animal habitats 
being turned into woodchips. You could make a sign and ask your 
parents to take you to a protest or write an email to your local 
member of parliament expressing how important it is that these 
trees are protected.

4.

Create an infographic to share your understanding of  
how humans can improve the survival chances of  
nocturnal animals. 

Write a letter or email to your school principal persuading 
them to plant more trees and protect older trees in the 
school grounds.

Read Tai Snaith’s Wonders Under the Sun as a companion 
text to Wonders Under the Moon.   

What cool adaptations have the creatures in Wonders 
Under the Moon made to survive. Which do you find most 
fascinating? Why?

Try drawing some of the creatures in Wonders Under the 
Moon. Alternatively, sketch one of the animals using a 
photograph as stimulus.

Based on the information below, use Canva to design a 
poster informing others of ways they can help nocturnal 
animals to survive. 

• 

•

•

•

•

•



K
What do you already know about 

nocturnal animals?

W
What do you want to learn more about?

L
What did you learn about nocturnal animals 

from reading Wonders Under the Moon?



bats aardvarks

armadillos ferrets

fireflies moths

leopards owls
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